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42 U.S. Code § 654

State plan for child and spousal support

A State plan for child and spousal support must—
(1) provide that it shall be in effect in all political subdivisions of the State;
(2) provide for financial participation by the State;

(3) provide for the establishment or designation of a single and separate organizational unit, which meets such
staffing and organizational requirements as the Secretary may by regulation prescribe, within the State to
administer the plan;

(4) provide that the State will—

(A) provide services relating to the establishment of paternity or the establishment, modification, or
enforcement of child support obligations, as appropriate, under the plan with respect to—

(i) each child for whom (I) assistance is provided under the State program funded under part A of this
subchapter, (II) benefits or services for foster care maintenance are provided under the State program
funded under part E of this subchapter, (IIT) medical assistance is provided under the State plan approved
under subchapter XIX, or (IV) cooperation is required pursuant to section 2015(1)(1) of title 7, unless, in
accordance with paragraph (29), good cause or other exceptions exist;

(ii) any other child, if an individual applies for such services with respect to the child (except that, if the
individual applying for the services resides in a foreign reciprocating country or foreign treaty country, the
State may opt to require the individual to request the services through the Central Authority for child
support enforcement in the foreign reciprocating country or the foreign treaty country, and if the
individual resides in a foreign country that is not a foreign reciprocating country or a foreign treaty
country, a State may accept or reject the application); and

(B) enforce any support obligation established with respect to—
(i) a child with respect to whom the State provides services under the plan; or
(ii) the custodial parent of such a child;

(5) provide that (A) in any case in which support payments are collected for an individual with respect to whom
an assignment pursuant to section 608(a)(3) of this title is effective, such payments shall be made to the State
for distribution pursuant to section 657 of this title and shall not be paid directly to the family, and the
individual will be notified on a monthly basis (or on a quarterly basis for so long as the Secretary determines
with respect to a State that requiring such notice on a monthly basis would impose an unreasonable
administrative burden) of the amount of the support payments collected, and (B) in any case in which support
payments are collected for an individual pursuant to the assignment made under section 1396k of this title,
such payments shall be made to the State for distribution pursuant to section 1396k of this title, except that this
clause shall not apply to such payments for any month after the month in which the individual ceases to be
eligible for medical assistance;

(6) provide that—
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(A) services under the plan shall be made available to residents of other States on the same terms as to
residents of the State submitting the plan;

(B)
(i) an application fee for furnishing such services shall be imposed on an individual, other than an
individual receiving assistance under a State program funded under part A or E, or under a State plan
approved under subchapter XIX, or who is required by the State to cooperate with the State agency
administering the program under this part pursuant to subsection (I) or (m) of section 2015 of title 7, and
shall be paid by the individual applying for such services, or recovered from the absent parent, or paid by
the State out of its own funds (the payment of which from State funds shall not be considered as an
administrative cost of the State for the operation of the plan, and shall be considered income to the
program), the amount of which (I) will not exceed $25 (or such higher or lower amount (which shall be
uniform for all States) as the Secretary may determine to be appropriate for any fiscal year to reflect
increases or decreases in administrative costs), and (II) may vary among such individuals on the basis of
ability to pay (as determined by the State); and

(ii) in the case of an individual who has never received assistance under a State program funded under part
A and for whom the State has collected at least $550 of support, the State shall impose an annual fee of $35
for each case in which services are furnished, which shall be retained by the State from support collected
on behalf of the individual (but not from the first $550 so collected), paid by the individual applying for the
services, recovered from the absent parent, or paid by the State out of its own funds (the payment of which
from State funds shall not be considered as an administrative cost of the State for the operation of the plan,
and the fees shall be considered income to the program);

(C) a fee of not more than $25 may be imposed in any case where the State requests the Secretary of the
Treasury to withhold past-due support owed to or on behalf of such individual from a tax refund pursuant to
section 664(a)(2) of this title,

(D) a fee (in accordance with regulations of the Secretary) for performing genetic tests may be imposed on
any individual who is not a recipient of assistance under a State program funded under part A; and

(E) any costs in excess of the fees so imposed may be collected —
(i) from the parent who owes the child or spousal support obligation involved; or

(ii) at the option of the State, from the individual to whom such services are made available, but only if
such State has in effect a procedure whereby all persons in such State having authority to order child or
spousal support are informed that such costs are to be collected from the individual to whom such services
were made available;
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