
42 U.S. Code § 426
Entitlement to hospital insurance benefits

(a) Individuals over 65 years
Every individual who—

(1) has attained age 65, and

(2)

(A) is entitled to monthly insurance benefits under section 402 of this title, would be entitled to those
benefits except that he has not filed an application therefor (or application has not been made for a benefit
the entitlement to which for any individual is a condition of entitlement therefor), or would be entitled to
such benefits but for the failure of another individual, who meets all the criteria of entitlement to monthly
insurance benefits, to meet such criteria throughout a month, and, in conformity with regulations of the
Secretary, files an application for hospital insurance benefits under part A of subchapter XVIII,

(B) is a qualified railroad retirement beneficiary, or

(C)

(i) would meet the requirements of subparagraph (A) upon filing application for the monthly insurance
benefits involved if medicare qualified government employment (as defined in section 410(p) of this
title) were treated as employment (as defined in section 410(a) of this title) for purposes of this
subchapter, and (ii) files an application, in conformity with regulations of the Secretary, for hospital
insurance benefits under part A of subchapter XVIII,

shall be entitled to hospital insurance benefits under part A of subchapter XVIII for each month for which he
meets the condition specified in paragraph (2), beginning with the first month after June 1966 for which he
meets the conditions specified in paragraphs (1) and (2).

(b) Individuals under 65 years
Every individual who—

(1) has not attained age 65, and

(2)

(A) is entitled to, and has for 24 calendar months been entitled to, (i) disability insurance benefits under
section 423 of this title or (ii) child’s insurance benefits under section 402(d) of this title by reason of a
disability (as defined in section 423(d) of this title) or (iii) widow’s insurance benefits under section 402(e)
of this title or widower’s insurance benefits under section 402(f) of this title by reason of a disability (as
defined in section 423(d) of this title), or

(B) is, and has been for not less than 24 months, a disabled qualified railroad retirement beneficiary,
within the meaning of section 231f(d) of title 45, or

(C)

(i) has filed an application, in conformity with regulations of the Secretary, for hospital insurance
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benefits under part A of subchapter XVIII pursuant to this subparagraph, and

(ii) would meet the requirements of subparagraph (A) (as determined under the disability criteria,
including reviews, applied under this subchapter), including the requirement that he has been entitled to
the specified benefits for 24 months, if—

(I) medicare qualified government employment (as defined in section 410(p) of this title) were treated
as employment (as defined in section 410(a) of this title) for purposes of this subchapter, and

(II) the filing of the application under clause (i) of this subparagraph were deemed to be the filing of an
application for the disability-related benefits referred to in clause (i), (ii), or (iii) of subparagraph (A),
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