
42 U.S. Code § 417
Benefits for veterans

(a) Determination of benefits
(1) For purposes of determining entitlement to and the amount of any monthly benefit for any month after
August 1950, or entitlement to and the amount of any lump-sum death payment in case of a death after such
month, payable under this subchapter on the basis of the wages and self-employment income of any World
War II veteran, and for purposes of section 416(i)(3) of this title, such veteran shall be deemed to have been
paid wages (in addition to the wages, if any, actually paid to him) of $160 in each month during any part of
which he served in the active military or naval service of the United States during World War II. This subsection
shall not be applicable in the case of any monthly benefit or lump-sum death payment if—

(A) a larger such benefit or payment, as the case may be, would be payable without its application; or

(B) a benefit (other than a benefit payable in a lump sum unless it is a commutation of, or a substitute for,
periodic payments) which is based, in whole or in part, upon the active military or naval service of such
veteran during World War II is determined by any agency or wholly owned instrumentality of the United
States (other than the Department of Veterans Affairs) to be payable by it under any other law of the United
States or under a system established by such agency or instrumentality.

The provisions of clause (B) of this paragraph shall not apply in the case of any monthly benefit or lump-sum
death payment under this subchapter if its application would reduce by $0.50 or less the primary insurance
amount (as computed under section 415 of this title prior to any recomputation thereof pursuant to section
415(f) of this title) of the individual on whose wages and self-employment income such benefit or payment is
based. The provisions of clause (B) of this paragraph shall also not apply for purposes of section 416(i)(3) of
this title.

(2) Upon application for benefits or a lump-sum death payment on the basis of the wages and self-
employment income of any World War II veteran, the Commissioner of Social Security shall make a decision
without regard to clause (B) of paragraph (1) of this subsection unless the Commissioner has been notified by
some other agency or instrumentality of the United States that, on the basis of the military or naval service of
such veteran during World War II, a benefit described in clause (B) of paragraph (1) of this subsection has been
determined by such agency or instrumentality to be payable by it. If the Commissioner has not been so notified,
the Commissioner of Social Security shall then ascertain whether some other agency or wholly owned
instrumentality of the United States has decided that a benefit described in clause (B) of paragraph (1) of this
subsection is payable by it. If any such agency or instrumentality has decided, or thereafter decides, that such a
benefit is payable by it, it shall so notify the Commissioner of Social Security, and the Commissioner of Social
Security shall certify no further benefits for payment or shall recompute the amount of any further benefits
payable, as may be required by paragraph (1) of this subsection.

(3) Any agency or wholly owned instrumentality of the United States which is authorized by any law of the
United States to pay benefits, or has a system of benefits which are based, in whole or in part, on military or
naval service during World War II shall, at the request of the Commissioner of Social Security, certify to the
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Commissioner, with respect to any veteran, such information as the Commissioner of Social Security deems
necessary to carry out the Commissioner’s functions under paragraph (2) of this subsection.
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