
42 U.S. Code § 300z
Findings and purposes

(a) The Congress finds that—

(1) in 1978, an estimated one million one hundred thousand teenagers became pregnant, more than five
hundred thousand teenagers carried their babies to term, and over one-half of the babies born to such
teenagers were born out of wedlock;

(2) adolescents aged seventeen and younger accounted for more than one-half of the out of wedlock births to
teenagers;

(3) in a high proportion of cases, the pregnant adolescent is herself the product of an unmarried parenthood
during adolescence and is continuing the pattern in her own lifestyle;

(4) it is estimated that approximately 80 per centum of unmarried teenagers who carry their pregnancies to
term live with their families before and during their pregnancy and remain with their families after the birth of
the child;

(5) pregnancy and childbirth among unmarried adolescents, particularly young adolescents, often results in
severe adverse health, social, and economic consequences including: a higher percentage of pregnancy and
childbirth complications; a higher incidence of low birth weight babies; a higher infant mortality and
morbidity; a greater likelihood that an adolescent marriage will end in divorce; a decreased likelihood of
completing schooling; and higher risks of unemployment and welfare dependency; and therefore, education,
training, and job research services are important for adolescent parents;
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