
42 U.S. Code § 300s-3
Definitions

Except as provided in section 300t–12(e) of this title, for purposes of this subchapter—

(1) The term “hospital” includes general, tuberculosis, and other types of hospitals, and related facilities, such as
laboratories, outpatient departments, nurses’ home facilities, extended care facilities, facilities related to
programs for home health services, self-care units, and central service facilities, operated in connection with

hospitals, and also includes education or training facilities for health professonal [1] personnel operated as an
integral part of a hospital, but does not include any hospital furnishing primarily domiciliary care.

(2) The term “public health center” means a publicly owned facility for the provision of public health services,
including related publicly owned facilities such as laboratories, clinics, and administrative offices operated in
connection with such a facility.

(3) The term “nonprofit” as applied to any facility means a facility which is owned and operated by one or more
nonprofit corporations or associations no part of the net earnings of which inures, or may lawfully inure, to the
benefit of any private shareholder or individual.

(4) The term “outpatient medical facility” means a medical facility (located in or apart from a hospital) for the
diagnosis or diagnosis and treatment of ambulatory patients (including ambulatory inpatients)—

(A) which is operated in connection with a hospital,

(B) in which patient care is under the professional supervision of persons licensed to practice medicine or
surgery in the State, or in the case of dental diagnosis or treatment, under the professional supervision of
persons licensed to practice dentistry in the State; or

(C) which offers to patients not requiring hospitalization the services of licensed physicians in various medical
specialties, and which provides to its patients a reasonably full-range of diagnostic and treatment services.
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