
42 U.S. Code § 300j-8
Citizen’s civil action

(a) Persons subject to civil action; jurisdiction of enforcement proceedings
Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, any person may commence a civil action on his own behalf
—

(1) against any person (including (A) the United States, and (B) any other governmental instrumentality or
agency to the extent permitted by the eleventh amendment to the Constitution) who is alleged to be in
violation of any requirement prescribed by or under this subchapter;

(2) against the Administrator where there is alleged a failure of the Administrator to perform any act or duty
under this subchapter which is not discretionary with the Administrator; or

(3) for the collection of a penalty by the United States Government (and associated costs and interest) against
any Federal agency that fails, by the date that is 18 months after the effective date of a final order to pay a

penalty assessed by the Administrator under section 300h–8(b) [1] of this title, to pay the penalty.

No action may be brought under paragraph (1) against a public water system for a violation of a requirement
prescribed by or under this subchapter which occurred within the 27-month period beginning on the first day
of the month in which this subchapter is enacted. The United States district courts shall have jurisdiction,
without regard to the amount in controversy or the citizenship of the parties, to enforce in an action brought
under this subsection any requirement prescribed by or under this subchapter or to order the Administrator to
perform an act or duty described in paragraph (2), as the case may be.
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