
42 U.S. Code § 300j-7
Judicial review

(a) Courts of appeals; petition for review: actions respecting regulations; filing
period; grounds arising after expiration of filing period; exclusiveness of remedy
A petition for review of—

(1) actions pertaining to the establishment of national primary drinking water regulations (including
maximum contaminant level goals) may be filed only in the United States Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia circuit; and

(2) any other final action of the Administrator under this chapter may be filed in the circuit in which the
petitioner resides or transacts business which is directly affected by the action.

Any such petition shall be filed within the 45-day period beginning on the date of the promulgation of the
regulation or any other final Agency action with respect to which review is sought or on the date of the
determination with respect to which review is sought, and may be filed after the expiration of such 45-day
period if the petition is based solely on grounds arising after the expiration of such period. Action of the
Administrator with respect to which review could have been obtained under this subsection shall not be subject
to judicial review in any civil or criminal proceeding for enforcement or in any civil action to enjoin
enforcement. In any petition concerning the assessment of a civil penalty pursuant to section 300g–3(g)(3)(B)
of this title, the petitioner shall simultaneously send a copy of the complaint by certified mail to the
Administrator and the Attorney General. The court shall set aside and remand the penalty order if the court
finds that there is not substantial evidence in the record to support the finding of a violation or that the
assessment of the penalty by the Administrator constitutes an abuse of discretion.
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