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42 U.S. Code § 300j-14

Source water petition program

(a) Petition program
(1) In general

(A) Establishment

A State may establish a program under which an owner or operator of a community water system in the
State, or a municipal or local government or political subdivision of a State (including a county that is
designated by the State to act on behalf of an unincorporated area within that county, with the agreement
of that unincorporated area), may submit a source water quality protection partnership petition to the
State requesting that the State assist in the local development of a voluntary, incentive-based partnership,
among the owner, operator, or government and other persons likely to be affected by the
recommendations of the partnership, to—

(i) reduce the presence in drinking water of contaminants that may be addressed by a petition by
considering the origins of the contaminants, including to the maximum extent practicable the specific
activities that affect the drinking water supply of a community;

(ii) obtain financial or technical assistance necessary to facilitate establishment of a partnership, or to
develop and implement recommendations of a partnership for the protection of source water to assist in
the provision of drinking water that complies with national primary drinking water regulations with
respect to contaminants addressed by a petition; and

(iii) develop recommendations regarding voluntary and incentive-based strategies for the long-term
protection of the source water of community water systems.

(B) Funding

Each State may—
(i) use funds set aside pursuant to section 300j—12(k)(1)(A)(iii) of this titleby the State to carry out a
program described in subparagraph (A), including assistance to voluntary local partnerships for the
development and implementation of partnership recommendations for the protection of source water
such as source water quality assessment, contingency plans, and demonstration projects for partners
within a source water area delineated under section 300j—13(a) of this title; and

(ii) provide assistance in response to a petition submitted under this subsection using funds referred to
in subsection (b)(2)(B).

(2) Objectives

The objectives of a petition submitted under this subsection shall be to—

(A) facilitate the local development of voluntary, incentive-based partnerships among owners and
operators of community water systems, governments, and other persons in source water areas; and

(B) obtain assistance from the State in identifying resources which are available to implement the
recommendations of the partnerships to address the origins of drinking water contaminants that may be
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addressed by a petition (including to the maximum extent practicable the specific activities contributing to
the presence of the contaminants) that affect the drinking water supply of a community.
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