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42 U.S. Code § 300j-1

Research, technical assistance, information, training of personnel

(a) specific powers and duties of Administrator

(1) The Administrator may conduct research, studies, and demonstrations relating to the causes, diagnosis,
treatment, control, and prevention of physical and mental diseases and other impairments of man resulting
directly or indirectly from contaminants in water, or to the provision of a dependably safe supply of drinking
water, including—

(A) improved methods (i) to identify and measure the existence of contaminants in drinking water (including
methods which may be used by State and local health and water officials), and (ii) to identify the source of
such contaminants;

(B) improved methods to identify and measure the health effects of contaminants in drinking water;

(C) new methods of treating raw water to prepare it for drinking, so as to improve the efficiency of water
treatment and to remove contaminants from water;

(D) improved methods for providing a dependably safe supply of drinking water, including improvements in
water purification and distribution, and methods of assessing the health related hazards of drinking water;

(E) improved methods of protecting underground water sources of public water systems from
contamination; and

(F) innovative water technologies (including technologies to improve water treatment to ensure compliance
with this subchapter and technologies to identify and mitigate sources of drinking water contamination,
including lead contamination).

(2)Information and research facilities.—In carrying out this subchapter, the Administrator is authorized
to—
(A) collect and make available information pertaining to research, investigations, and demonstrations with
respect to providing a dependably safe supply of drinking water, together with appropriate
recommendations in connection with the information; and

(B) make available research facilities of the Agency to appropriate public authorities, institutions, and
individuals engaged in studies and research relating to this subchapter.

(3) The Administrator shall carry out a study of polychlorinated biphenyl contamination of actual or potential
sources of drinking water, contamination of such sources by other substances known or suspected to be
harmful to public health, the effects of such contamination, and means of removing, treating, or otherwise
controlling such contamination. To assist in carrying out this paragraph, the Administrator is authorized to
make grants to public agencies and private nonprofit institutions.

(4) The Administrator shall conduct a survey and study of —

(A) disposal of waste (including residential waste) which may endanger underground water which supplies,
or can reasonably be expected to supply, any public water systems, and
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(B) means of control of such waste disposal.

Not later than one year after December 16, 1974, he shall transmit to the Congress the results of such survey
and study, together with such recommendations as he deems appropriate.
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