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42 U.S. Code § 300h-3

Interim regulation of underground injections

(a) Necessity for well operation permit; designation of one aquifer areas

(1) Any person may petition the Administrator to have an area of a State (or States) designated as an area in
which no new underground injection well may be operated during the period beginning on the date of the
designation and ending on the date on which the applicable underground injection control program covering
such area takes effect unless a permit for the operation of such well has been issued by the Administrator under
subsection (b). The Administrator may so designate an area within a State if he finds that the area has one
aquifer which is the sole or principal drinking water source for the area and which, if contaminated, would
create a significant hazard to public health.

(2) Upon receipt of a petition under paragraph (1) of this subsection, the Administrator shall publish it in the
Federal Register and shall provide an opportunity to interested persons to submit written data, views, or
arguments thereon. Not later than the 30th day following the date of the publication of a petition under this
paragraph in the Federal Register, the Administrator shall either make the designation for which the petition is
submitted or deny the petition.
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