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42 U.S. Code § 300gg-15

Development and utilization of uniform explanation of coverage
documents and standardized definitions

(a) In general

Not later than 12 months after March 23, 2010, the Secretary shall develop standards for use by a group health
plan and a health insurance issuer offering group or individual health insurance coverage, in compiling and
providing to applicants, enrollees, and policyholders or certificate holders a summary of benefits and coverage
explanation that accurately describes the benefits and coverage under the applicable plan or coverage. In
developing such standards, the Secretary shall consult with the National Association of Insurance
Commissioners (referred to in this section as the “NAIC”), a working group composed of representatives of
health insurance-related consumer advocacy organizations, health insurance issuers, health care
professionals, patient advocates including those representing individuals with limited English proficiency, and
other qualified individuals.
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