
42 U.S. Code § 300g-3
Enforcement of drinking water regulations

(a) Notice to State and public water system; issuance of administrative order;
civil action
(1)

(A) Whenever the Administrator finds during a period during which a State has primary enforcement
responsibility for public water systems (within the meaning of section 300g–2(a) of this title) that any public
water system—

(i) for which a variance under section 300g–4 or an exemption under section 300g–5 of this title is not in
effect, does not comply with any applicable requirement, or

(ii) for which a variance under section 300g–4 or an exemption under section 300g–5 of this title is in
effect, does not comply with any schedule or other requirement imposed pursuant thereto,

he shall so notify the State and such public water system and provide such advice and technical assistance to
such State and public water system as may be appropriate to bring the system into compliance with the
requirement by the earliest feasible time.

(B) If, beyond the thirtieth day after the Administrator’s notification under subparagraph (A), the State has
not commenced appropriate enforcement action, the Administrator shall issue an order under subsection (g)
requiring the public water system to comply with such applicable requirement or the Administrator shall
commence a civil action under subsection (b).

(2)Enforcement in nonprimacy states.—

(A)In general.—If, on the basis of information available to the Administrator, the Administrator finds,
with respect to a period in which a State does not have primary enforcement responsibility for public water
systems, that a public water system in the State—

(i) for which a variance under section 300g–4 of this title or an exemption under section 300g–5 of this
title is not in effect, does not comply with any applicable requirement; or

(ii) for which a variance under section 300g–4 of this title or an exemption under section 300g–5 of this
title is in effect, does not comply with any schedule or other requirement imposed pursuant to the variance
or exemption;

the Administrator shall issue an order under subsection (g) requiring the public water system to comply
with the requirement, or commence a civil action under subsection (b).

(B)Notice.—
If the Administrator takes any action pursuant to this paragraph, the Administrator shall notify an
appropriate local elected official, if any, with jurisdiction over the public water system of the action prior to
the time that the action is taken.

(b) Judicial determinations in appropriate Federal district courts; civil penalties,
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separate violations
The Administrator may bring a civil action in the appropriate United States district court to require compliance
with any applicable requirement, with an order issued under subsection (g), or with any schedule or other
requirement imposed pursuant to a variance or exemption granted under section 300g–4 or 300g–5 of this
title if—

(1) authorized under paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection (a), or

(2) if requested by (A) the chief executive officer of the State in which is located the public water system
which is not in compliance with such regulation or requirement, or (B) the agency of such State which has
jurisdiction over compliance by public water systems in the State with national primary drinking water
regulations or State drinking water regulations.

The court may enter, in an action brought under this subsection, such judgement as protection of public health
may require, taking into consideration the time necessary to comply and the availability of alternative water
supplies; and, if the court determines that there has been a violation of the regulation or schedule or other
requirement with respect to which the action was brought, the court may, taking into account the seriousness
of the violation, the population at risk, and other appropriate factors, impose on the violator a civil penalty of
not to exceed $25,000 for each day in which such violation occurs.
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