
42 U.S. Code § 300g-1
National drinking water regulations

(a) National primary drinking water regulations; maximum contaminant level
goals; simultaneous publication of regulations and goals
(1) Effective on June 19, 1986, each national interim or revised primary drinking water regulation promulgated
under this section before June 19, 1986, shall be deemed to be a national primary drinking water regulation
under subsection (b). No such regulation shall be required to comply with the standards set forth in subsection
(b)(4) unless such regulation is amended to establish a different maximum contaminant level after June 19,
1986.

(2) After June 19, 1986, each recommended maximum contaminant level published before June 19, 1986, shall
be treated as a maximum contaminant level goal.

(3) Whenever a national primary drinking water regulation is proposed under subsection (b) for any
contaminant, the maximum contaminant level goal for such contaminant shall be proposed simultaneously.
Whenever a national primary drinking water regulation is promulgated under subsection (b) for any
contaminant, the maximum contaminant level goal for such contaminant shall be published simultaneously.

(4) Paragraph (3) shall not apply to any recommended maximum contaminant level published before June 19,
1986.

(b) Standards
(1)Identification of contaminants for listing.—Identification of contaminants for listing.—

(A)General authorityGeneral authority.—.—The Administrator shall, in accordance with the procedures established by this
subsection, publish a maximum contaminant level goal and promulgate a national primary drinking water
regulation for a contaminant (other than a contaminant referred to in paragraph (2) for which a national
primary drinking water regulation has been promulgated as of August 6, 1996) if the Administrator
determines that—

(i) the contaminant may have an adverse effect on the health of persons;

(ii) the contaminant is known to occur or there is a substantial likelihood that the contaminant will occur
in public water systems with a frequency and at levels of public health concern; and

(iii) in the sole judgment of the Administrator, regulation of such contaminant presents a meaningful
opportunity for health risk reduction for persons served by public water systems.

(B)Regulation of unregulated contaminants.—Regulation of unregulated contaminants.—

(i)Listing of contaminants for considerationListing of contaminants for consideration .—.—
(I) Not later than 18 months after August 6, 1996, and every 5 years thereafter, the Administrator, after
consultation with the scientific community, including the Science Advisory Board, after notice and
opportunity for public comment, and after considering the occurrence data base established under
section 300j–4(g) of this title, shall publish a list of contaminants which, at the time of publication, are
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not subject to any proposed or promulgated national primary drinking water regulation, which are
known or anticipated to occur in public water systems, and which may require regulation under this
subchapter.

(II) The unregulated contaminants considered under subclause (I) shall include, but not be limited to,
substances referred to in section 9601(14) of this title, and substances registered as pesticides under the
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act [7 U.S.C. 136 et seq.].

(III) The Administrator’s decision whether or not to select an unregulated contaminant for a list under
this clause shall not be subject to judicial review.

(ii)Determination to regulateDetermination to regulate.—.—
(I) Not later than 5 years after August 6, 1996, and every 5 years thereafter, the Administrator shall, after
notice of the preliminary determination and opportunity for public comment, for not fewer than 5
contaminants included on the list published under clause (i), make determinations of whether or not to
regulate such contaminants.

(II) A determination to regulate a contaminant shall be based on findings that the criteria of clauses (i),
(ii), and (iii) of subparagraph (A) are satisfied. Such findings shall be based on the best available public
health information, including the occurrence data base established under section 300j–4(g) of this title.

(III) The Administrator may make a determination to regulate a contaminant that does not appear on a
list under clause (i) if the determination to regulate is made pursuant to subclause (II).

(IV) A determination under this clause not to regulate a contaminant shall be considered final agency
action and subject to judicial review.

(iii)ReviewReview.—.—
Each document setting forth the determination for a contaminant under clause (ii) shall be available for
public comment at such time as the determination is published.

(C)PrioritiesPriorities.—.—
In selecting unregulated contaminants for consideration under subparagraph (B), the Administrator shall
select contaminants that present the greatest public health concern. The Administrator, in making such
selection, shall take into consideration, among other factors of public health concern, the effect of such
contaminants upon subgroups that comprise a meaningful portion of the general population (such as
infants, children, pregnant women, the elderly, individuals with a history of serious illness, or other
subpopulations) that are identifiable as being at greater risk of adverse health effects due to exposure to
contaminants in drinking water than the general population.

(D)Urgent threats to public healthUrgent threats to public health .—.—
The Administrator may promulgate an interim national primary drinking water regulation for a
contaminant without making a determination for the contaminant under paragraph (4)(C), or completing
the analysis under paragraph (3)(C), to address an urgent threat to public health as determined by the
Administrator after consultation with and written response to any comments provided by the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, acting through the director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or
the director of the National Institutes of Health. A determination for any contaminant in accordance with
paragraph (4)(C) subject to an interim regulation under this subparagraph shall be issued, and a completed
analysis meeting the requirements of paragraph (3)(C) shall be published, not later than 3 years after the
date on which the regulation is promulgated and the regulation shall be repromulgated, or revised if
appropriate, not later than 5 years after that date.

(E)RegulationRegulation.—.—
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For each contaminant that the Administrator determines to regulate under subparagraph (B), the
Administrator shall publish maximum contaminant level goals and promulgate, by rule, national primary
drinking water regulations under this subsection. The Administrator shall propose the maximum
contaminant level goal and national primary drinking water regulation for a contaminant not later than 24
months after the determination to regulate under subparagraph (B), and may publish such proposed
regulation concurrent with the determination to regulate. The Administrator shall publish a maximum
contaminant level goal and promulgate a national primary drinking water regulation within 18 months after
the proposal thereof. The Administrator, by notice in the Federal Register, may extend the deadline for such
promulgation for up to 9 months.

(F)Health advisories and other actionsHealth advisories and other actions .—.—
The Administrator may publish health advisories (which are not regulations) or take other appropriate
actions for contaminants not subject to any national primary drinking water regulation.

(2)Schedules and deadlines.—Schedules and deadlines.—

(A)In generalIn general.—.—In the case of the contaminants listed in the Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
published in volume 47, Federal Register, page 9352, and in volume 48, Federal Register, page 45502, the
Administrator shall publish maximum contaminant level goals and promulgate national primary drinking
water regulations—

(i) not later than 1 year after June 19, 1986, for not fewer than 9 of the listed contaminants;

(ii) not later than 2 years after June 19, 1986, for not fewer than 40 of the listed contaminants; and

(iii) not later than 3 years after June 19, 1986, for the remainder of the listed contaminants.

(B)Substitution of contaminantsSubstitution of contaminants.—.—
If the Administrator identifies a drinking water contaminant the regulation of which, in the judgment of the
Administrator, is more likely to be protective of public health (taking into account the schedule for
regulation under subparagraph (A)) than a contaminant referred to in subparagraph (A), the Administrator
may publish a maximum contaminant level goal and promulgate a national primary drinking water
regulation for the identified contaminant in lieu of regulating the contaminant referred to in subparagraph
(A). Substitutions may be made for not more than 7 contaminants referred to in subparagraph (A).
Regulation of a contaminant identified under this subparagraph shall be in accordance with the schedule
applicable to the contaminant for which the substitution is made.

(C)Disinfectants and disinfection byproductsDisinfectants and disinfection byproducts .—.—
The Administrator shall promulgate an Interim Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule, a Final Enhanced
Surface Water Treatment Rule, a Stage I Disinfectants and Disinfection Byproducts Rule, and a Stage II
Disinfectants and Disinfection Byproducts Rule in accordance with the schedule published in volume 59,
Federal Register, page 6361 (February 10, 1994), in table III.13 of the proposed Information Collection Rule. If
a delay occurs with respect to the promulgation of any rule in the schedule referred to in this subparagraph,
all subsequent rules shall be completed as expeditiously as practicable but no later than a revised date that
reflects the interval or intervals for the rules in the schedule.
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