
42 U.S. Code § 299a-1
Research on health disparities

(a) In general
The Director shall—

(1) conduct and support research to identify populations for which there is a significant disparity in the
quality, outcomes, cost, or use of health care services or access to and satisfaction with such services, as
compared to the general population;

(2) conduct and support research on the causes of and barriers to reducing the health disparities identified in
paragraph (1), taking into account such factors as socioeconomic status, attitudes toward health, the
language spoken, the extent of formal education, the area or community in which the population resides,
and other factors the Director determines to be appropriate;

(3) conduct and support research and support demonstration projects to identify, test, and evaluate
strategies for reducing or eliminating health disparities, including development or identification of effective
service delivery models, and disseminate effective strategies and models;

(4) develop measures and tools for the assessment and improvement of the outcomes, quality, and
appropriateness of health care services provided to health disparity populations;

(5) in carrying out section 299a(c) of this title, provide support to increase the number of researchers who are
members of health disparity populations, and the health services research capacity of institutions that train
such researchers; and

(6) beginning with fiscal year 2003, annually submit to the Congress a report regarding prevailing disparities
in health care delivery as it relates to racial factors and socioeconomic factors in priority populations.
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