
42 U.S. Code § 296e
Generally applicable provisions

(a) Awarding of grants and contracts
The Secretary shall ensure that grants and contracts under this subchapter are awarded on a competitive basis,
as appropriate, to carry out innovative demonstration projects or provide for strategic workforce
supplementation activities as needed to address national nursing needs, including—

(1) addressing challenges, including through supporting training and education of nursing students, related
to the distribution of the nursing workforce and existing or projected nursing workforce shortages in
geographic areas that have been identified as having, or that are projected to have, a nursing shortage;

(2) increasing access to and the quality of health care services, including by supporting the training of
professional registered nurses, advanced practice registered nurses, and advanced education nurses within
community based settings and in a variety of health delivery system settings; or

(3) addressing the strategic goals and priorities identified by the Secretary and that are in accordance with
this subchapter.

Contracts may be entered into under this subchapter with public or private entities as determined necessary by
the Secretary.
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