
42 U.S. Code § 296
Definitions

As used in this subchapter:

(1) Eligible entities
The term “eligible entities” means schools of nursing, nursing centers, academic health centers, State or
local governments, and other public or private nonprofit entities determined appropriate by the Secretary
that submit to the Secretary an application in accordance with section 296a of this title.

(2) School of nursing
The term “school of nursing” means an accredited (as defined in paragraph 6) collegiate, associate degree, or
diploma school of nursing in a State where graduates are—

(A) authorized to sit for the National Council Licensure EXamination-Registered Nurse (NCLEX–RN); or

(B) licensed registered nurses who will receive a graduate or equivalent degree or training to become an
advanced education nurse as defined by section 296j(b) of this title.

(3) Collegiate school of nursing
The term “collegiate school of nursing” means a department, division, or other administrative unit in a
college or university which provides primarily or exclusively a program of education in professional nursing
and related subjects leading to the degree of bachelor of arts, bachelor of science, bachelor of nursing, or to
an equivalent degree, or to a graduate degree in nursing, or to an equivalent degree, and including advanced
training related to such program of education provided by such school, but only if such program, or such unit,
college or university is accredited.

(4) Associate degree school of nursing
The term “associate degree school of nursing” means a department, division, or other administrative unit in
a junior college, community college, college, or university which provides primarily or exclusively a two-year
program of education in professional nursing and allied subjects leading to an associate degree in nursing or
to an equivalent degree, but only if such program, or such unit, college, or university is accredited.
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