
42 U.S. Code § 295p
Definitions

For purposes of this subchapter:

(1)

(A) The terms “school of medicine”, “school of dentistry”, “school of osteopathic medicine”, “school of
pharmacy”, “school of optometry”, “school of podiatric medicine”, “school of veterinary medicine”,
“school of public health”, and “school of chiropractic” mean an accredited public or nonprofit private school
in a State that provides training leading, respectively, to a degree of doctor of medicine, a degree of doctor of
dentistry or an equivalent degree, a degree of doctor of osteopathy, a degree of bachelor of science in
pharmacy or an equivalent degree or a degree of doctor of pharmacy or an equivalent degree, a degree of
doctor of optometry or an equivalent degree, a degree of doctor of podiatric medicine or an equivalent
degree, a degree of doctor of veterinary medicine or an equivalent degree, a graduate degree in public health
or an equivalent degree, and a degree of doctor of chiropractic or an equivalent degree, and including
advanced training related to such training provided by any such school.

(B) The terms “graduate program in health administration” and “graduate program in clinical psychology”
mean an accredited graduate program in a public or nonprofit private institution in a State that provides
training leading, respectively, to a graduate degree in health administration or an equivalent degree and a
doctoral degree in clinical psychology or an equivalent degree.

(C) The terms “graduate program in clinical social work” and “graduate program in marriage and family
therapy” and “graduate program in professional counseling” mean an accredited graduate program in a
public or nonprofit private institution in a State that provides training, respectively, in a concentration in
health or mental health care leading to a graduate degree in social work and a concentration leading to a
graduate degree in marriage and family therapy and a concentration leading to a graduate degree in
counseling.

(D) The term “graduate program in behavioral health and mental health practice” means a graduate
program in clinical psychology, behavioral health and mental health practice, clinical social work,
professional counseling, or marriage and family therapy.

(E) The term “accredited”, when applied to a school of medicine, osteopathic medicine, dentistry, veterinary
medicine, optometry, podiatry, pharmacy, public health, or chiropractic, or a graduate program in health
administration, clinical psychology, clinical social work, professional counseling, or marriage and family
therapy, means a school or program that is accredited by a recognized body or bodies approved for such
purpose by the Secretary of Education, except that a new school or program that, by reason of an insufficient
period of operation, is not, at the time of application for a grant or contract under this subchapter, eligible for
accreditation by such a recognized body or bodies, shall be deemed accredited for purposes of this
subchapter, if the Secretary of Education finds, after consultation with the appropriate accreditation body or
bodies, that there is reasonable assurance that the school or program will meet the accreditation standards of
such body or bodies prior to the beginning of the academic year following the normal graduation date of the
first entering class in such school or program.
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