
42 U.S. Code § 285m-1
National Deafness and Other Communication Disorders Program

(a) The Director of the Institute, with the advice of the Institute’s advisory council, shall establish a National
Deafness and Other Communication Disorders Program (hereafter in this section referred to as the “Program”).

The Director or [1] the Institute shall, with respect to the Program, prepare and transmit to the Director of NIH a
plan to initiate, expand, intensify and coordinate activities of the Institute respecting disorders of hearing
(including tinnitus) and other communication processes, including diseases affecting hearing, balance, voice,
speech, language, taste, and smell. The plan shall include such comments and recommendations as the Director
of the Institute determines appropriate. The Director of the Institute shall periodically review and revise the plan
and shall transmit any revisions of the plan to the Director of NIH.
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