
42 U.S. Code § 284h
Pediatric Research Initiative

(a) Establishment
The Secretary shall establish within the Office of the Director of NIH a Pediatric Research Initiative (referred to
in this section as the “Initiative”) to conduct and support research that is directly related to diseases,
disorders, and other conditions in children. The Initiative shall be headed by the Director of NIH.

(b) Purpose
The purpose of the Initiative is to provide funds to enable the Director of NIH—

(1) to increase support for pediatric biomedical research within the National Institutes of Health to realize the
expanding opportunities for advancement in scientific investigations and care for children;

(2) to enhance collaborative efforts among the Institutes to conduct and support multidisciplinary research
in the areas that the Director deems most promising; and

(3) in coordination with the Food and Drug Administration, to increase the development of adequate
pediatric clinical trials and pediatric use information to promote the safer and more effective use of
prescription drugs in the pediatric population.
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