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42 U.S. Code § 256a

Patient navigator grants

(a) Grants

The Secretary, acting through the Administrator of the Health Resources and Services Administration, may
make grants to eligible entities for the development and operation of demonstration programs to provide
patient navigator services to improve health care outcomes. The Secretary shall coordinate with, and ensure
the participation of, the Indian Health Service, the National Cancer Institute, the Office of Rural Health Policy,
and such other offices and agencies as deemed appropriate by the Secretary, regarding the design and
evaluation of the demonstration programs.

(b) Use of funds
The Secretary shall require each recipient of a grant under this section to use the grant to recruit, assign, train,
and employ patient navigators who have direct knowledge of the communities they serve to facilitate the care
of individuals, including by performing each of the following duties:
(1) Acting as contacts, including by assisting in the coordination of health care services and provider
referrals, for individuals who are seeking prevention or early detection services for, or who following a
screening or early detection service are found to have a symptom, abnormal finding, or diagnosis of, cancer
or other chronic disease.
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