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42 U.S. Code § 255

Home health services

(a) Purpose; authorization of grants and loans; considerations; conditions on
loans; appropriations

(1) For the purpose of encouraging the establishment and initial operation of home health programs to provide
home health services in areas in which such services are inadequate or not readily accessible, the Secretary
may, in accordance with the provisions of this section, make grants to public and nonprofit private entities and
loans to proprietary entities to meet the initial costs of establishing and operating such home health programs.
Such grants and loans may include funds to provide training for paraprofessionals (including homemaker
home health aides) to provide home health services.

(2) In making grants and loans under this subsection, the Secretary shall—
(A) consider the relative needs of the several States for home health services;

(B) give preference to areas in which a high percentage of the population proposed to be served is composed
of individuals who are elderly, medically indigent, or disabled; and

(C) give special consideration to areas with inadequate means of transportation to obtain necessary health
services.
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