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42 U.S. Code § 254q-1

Grants to States for loan repayment programs

(a) In general
(1) Authority for grants

The Secretary, acting through the Administrator of the Health Resources and Services Administration, may
make grants to States for the purpose of assisting the States in operating programs described in paragraph
(2) in order to provide for the increased availability of primary health care services in health professional
shortage areas. The National Advisory Council established under section 254j of this title shall advise the
Administrator regarding the program under this section.

(2) Loan repayment programs

The programs referred to in paragraph (1) are, subject to subsection (c), programs of entering into
contracts under which the State involved agrees to pay all or part of the principal, interest, and related
expenses of the educational loans of health professionals in consideration of the professionals agreeing to
provide primary health services in health professional shortage areas.

(3) Direct administration by State agency

The Secretary may not make a grant under paragraph (1) unless the State involved agrees that the program
operated with the grant will be administered directly by a State agency.
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