
42 U.S. Code § 247b-4a
Early detection, diagnosis, and interventions for newborns and
infants with hearing loss

(a) Definitions
For the purposes of this section only, the following terms in this section are defined as follows:

(1) Hearing screening
Newborn and infant hearing screening consists of objective physiologic procedures to detect possible
hearing loss and to identify newborns and infants who, after rescreening, require further audiologic and
medical evaluations.

(2) Audiologic evaluation
Audiologic evaluation consists of procedures to assess the status of the auditory system; to establish the
site of the auditory disorder; the type and degree of hearing loss, and the potential effects of hearing loss
on communication; and to identify appropriate treatment and referral options. Referral options should
include linkage to State IDEA part C coordinating agencies or other appropriate agencies, medical
evaluation, hearing aid/sensory aid assessment, audiologic rehabilitation treatment, national and local
consumer, self-help, parent, and education organizations, and other family-centered services.

(3) Medical evaluation
Medical evaluation by a physician consists of key components including history, examination, and medical
decision making focused on symptomatic and related body systems for the purpose of diagnosing the
etiology of hearing loss and related physical conditions, and for identifying appropriate treatment and
referral options.

(4) Medical intervention
Medical intervention is the process by which a physician provides medical diagnosis and direction for
medical and/or surgical treatment options of hearing loss and/or related medical disorder associated with
hearing loss.

(5) Audiologic rehabilitation
Audiologic rehabilitation (intervention) consists of procedures, techniques, and technologies to facilitate
the receptive and expressive communication abilities of a child with hearing loss.

(6) Early intervention
Early intervention (e.g., nonmedical) means providing appropriate services for the child with hearing loss
and ensuring that families of the child are provided comprehensive, consumer-oriented information about
the full range of family support, training, information services, communication options and are given the
opportunity to consider the full range of educational and program placements and options for their child.
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