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42 U.S. Code § 247b-12

Safe motherhood

(a) surveillance
(1) Purpose

The purposes of this subsection are to establish or continue a Federal initiative to support State and tribal
maternal mortality review committees, to improve data collection and reporting around maternal
mortality, and to develop or support surveillance systems at the local, State, and national level to better
understand the burden of maternal complications and mortality and to decrease the disparities among
populations at risk of death and severe complications from pregnancy.

(2) Activities
For the purpose described in paragraph (1), the Secretary, acting through the Director of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, may carry out the following activities:

(A) The Secretary may continue and improve activities related to a national maternal mortality data
collection and surveillance program to identify and support the review of pregnancy-associated deaths and
pregnancy-related deaths that occur during, or within 1 year following, pregnancy, including improving
disaggregation of data (in a manner consistent with applicable State and Federal privacy laws).

(B) The Secretary may expand the Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System to provide surveillance
and collect data in each State.

(C) The Secretary may expand the Maternal and Child Health Epidemiology Program to provide technical
support, financial assistance, or the time-limited assignment of senior epidemiologists to maternal and
child health programs in each State.

(D) The Secretary may, in cooperation with States, Indian tribes, and tribal organizations, develop a
program to support States, Indian tribes, and tribal organizations in establishing or operating maternal
mortality review committees, in accordance with subsection (d).
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