
42 U.S. Code § 238q
Liability regarding emergency use of automated external
defibrillators

(a) Good Samaritan protections regarding AEDs
Except as provided in subsection (b), any person who uses or attempts to use an automated external
defibrillator device on a victim of a perceived medical emergency is immune from civil liability for any harm
resulting from the use or attempted use of such device; and in addition, any person who acquired the device is
immune from such liability, if the harm was not due to the failure of such acquirer of the device—

(1) to notify local emergency response personnel or other appropriate entities of the most recent placement
of the device within a reasonable period of time after the device was placed;

(2) to properly maintain and test the device; or

(3) to provide appropriate training in the use of the device to an employee or agent of the acquirer when the
employee or agent was the person who used the device on the victim, except that such requirement of
training does not apply if—

(A) the employee or agent was not an employee or agent who would have been reasonably expected to use
the device; or

(B) the period of time elapsing between the engagement of the person as an employee or agent and the
occurrence of the harm (or between the acquisition of the device and the occurrence of the harm, in any
case in which the device was acquired after such engagement of the person) was not a reasonably sufficient
period in which to provide the training.
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