
42 U.S. Code § 210b
Professional categories

(a) Division of corps; basis of categories
For the purpose of establishing eligibility of officers of the Regular Corps for promotions, the Surgeon General
shall by regulation divide the corps into professional categories. Each category shall, as far as practicable, be
based upon one of the subjects of examination set forth in section 209(a)(1) of this title or upon a subdivision of
such subject, and the categories shall be designed to group officers by fields of training in such manner that
officers in any one grade in any one category will be available for similar duty in the discharge of the several
functions of the Service.
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