
42 U.S. Code § 207
Grades, ranks, and titles of commissioned corps

(a) Grades of commissioned officers
The Surgeon General, during the period of his appointment as such, shall be of the same grade as the Surgeon
General of the Army; the Deputy Surgeon General and the Chief Medical Officer of the United States Coast
Guard, while assigned as such, shall have the grade corresponding with the grade of major general; and the
Chief Dental Officer, while assigned as such, shall have the grade as is prescribed by law for the officer of the
Dental Corps selected and appointed as Assistant Surgeon General of the Army. During the period of
appointment to the position of Assistant Secretary for Health, a commissioned officer of the Public Health
Service shall have the grade corresponding to the grade of General of the Army. Assistant Surgeons General,
while assigned as such, shall have the grade corresponding with either the grade of brigadier general or the
grade of major general, as may be determined by the Secretary after considering the importance of the duties to
be performed: Provided, That the number of Assistant Surgeons General having a grade higher than that
corresponding to the grade of brigadier general shall at no time exceed one-half of the number of positions
created by subsection (b) of section 206 of this title or pursuant to subsection (c) of section 206 of this title. The
grades of commissioned officers of the Service shall correspond with grades of officers of the Army as follows:
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