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42 U.S. Code § 204a

Deployment readiness

(a) Readiness requirements for Commissioned Corps officers

(1) In general

The Secretary, with respect to members of the following Corps components, shall establish requirements,
including training and medical examinations, to ensure the readiness of such components to respond to
urgent or emergency public health care needs that cannot otherwise be met at the Federal, State, and local
levels:

(A) Active duty Regular Corps.
(B) Ready Reserve Corps.
(2) Annual assessment of members

The Secretary shall annually determine whether each member of the Corps meets the applicable readiness
requirements established under paragraph (1).

(3) Failure to meet requirements

A member of the Corps who fails to meet or maintain the readiness requirements established under
paragraph (1) or who fails to comply with orders to respond to an urgent or emergency public health care
need shall, except as provided in paragraph (4), in accordance with procedures established by the
Secretary, be subject to disciplinary action as prescribed by the Secretary.
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