
42 U.S. Code § 1471
Financial assistance by Secretary of Agriculture

(a) Authorization and purposes of assistance
The Secretary of Agriculture (hereinafter referred to as the “Secretary”) is authorized, subject to the terms and
conditions of this subchapter, to extend financial assistance, through the Farmers Home Administration, (1) to
owners of farms in the United States and in the Territories of Alaska and Hawaii and in the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, the territories and possessions of the United States, and the Trust Territory of
the Pacific Islands, to enable them to construct, improve, alter, repair, or replace dwellings and other farm
buildings on their farms, and to purchase buildings and land constituting a minimum adequate site, in order to
provide them, their tenants, lessees, sharecroppers, and laborers with decent, safe, and sanitary living
conditions and adequate farm buildings as specified in this subchapter, and (2) to owners of other real estate in
rural areas for the construction, improvement, alteration, or repair of dwellings, related facilities, and farm
buildings and to rural residents, including persons who reside in reservations or villages of Indian tribes, for
such purposes and for the purchase of buildings and the purchase of land constituting a minimum adequate
site, in order to enable them to provide dwellings and related facilities for their own use and buildings adequate
for their farming operations, and (3) to elderly or handicapped persons or families who are or will be the
owners of land in rural areas for the construction, improvement, alteration, or repair of dwellings and related
facilities, the purchase of dwellings and related facilities and the purchase of land constituting a minimum
adequate site, in order to provide them with adequate dwellings and related facilities for their own use, and (4)
to an owner described in clause (1), (2), or (3) for refinancing indebtedness which—

(A) was incurred for an eligible purpose described in such clause, and

(B)

(i) if not refinanced, is likely to result (because of circumstances beyond the control of the applicant) at an
early date in the loss of the applicant’s necessary dwelling or essential farm service buildings, or

(ii) if combined (in the case of a dwelling that the Secretary finds not to be decent, safe, and sanitary) with
a loan for improvement, rehabilitation, or repairs and not refinanced, is likely to result in the applicant’s
continuing to be deprived of a decent, safe, and sanitary dwelling.

(5) [1]Definitions.—
For purposes of this subchapter, the terms “repair”, “repairs”, “rehabilitate”, and “rehabilitation” include
measures to evaluate and reduce lead-based paint hazards, as such terms are defined in section 4851b of this
title.
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